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Overview

A Knights of Columbus council can work wonders; in fact, with its many programs, it can help
change the community, town, city or neighborhood in which you live. However, a successful
Knights of Columbus program depends on people taking the initial idea, modifying it to suite
specific situations and local needs, then implementing the program in the way it works.

The Knights of Columbus is a "Catholic, family, fraternal, service organization." This theme
permeates the entire Service Program; all Church, community, council, family and youth
activities. The Service Program is designed to establish each council as an influential and
important force within the community, elevate the status of the programming personnel,
provide more meaningful and relevant programs of action, establish direct areas of
responsibility, build leadership, and ensure the success of council programs.

To assist your council in obtaining volunteers for your activities, use this information at this
link on volunteer recruitment and retention.

To further aid councils in implementing service programs, the Supreme Council annually sends
out a Surge Kit to all financial secretaries of record. This is usually done by early to mid-June.
Use this link to review the materials included in the Surge Kit.

No council needs to undertake all of the service programs listed through the links below.
These activities are only suggested areas of involvement for your councils, its members and
families. No council need undertake all of these programs or should they be limited by these
suggestions. Evaluate the needs of your community and implement those programs and
activities that are needed most.

Use these links to access more information on the some of the Knights of Columbus Service
Program activities:

e Church

e Community
e Council

e Family

e Youth

Guides are available for many Knights of Columbus programs and activities. These guides
provide step-by-step instructions for conducting and promoting some of the Order's most
popular programs. You can also find programming ideas in the "News & Events" section, as
well as the "Knights in Action" section of this site.


http://www.kofc.org/eb/en/officers/programs/volunteer_recruiting.html
http://www.kofc.org/eb/en/leadership_institute/surge_with_service/council/surge_kit/council_surge_kits.html
http://www.kofc.org/eb/en/leadership_institute/surge_with_service/council/index.html
http://www.kofc.org/eb/en/leadership_institute/surge_with_service/family/index.html
http://www.kofc.org/eb/en/leadership_institute/surge_with_service/youth/index.html

Currently available are the following guides:

e Surge...With Service (pdf, 155k)

e Keep Christ in Christmas Guide

e Free Throw Guide

e Essay Contest Guide (pdf, 155k)

e Substance Abuse Awareness Program Guide (pdf, 1.05mb)

e New Circle Development Guide (pdf, 201k)

e Squires Membership Recruitment Guide (pdf, 136k)

Order forms for program kits are available for these programs:

e Free Throw Form (pdf)

e [Essay Contest Form (pdf)

e Substance Abuse Awareness Program Form (pdf)

e Soccer Challenge (pdf)



http://www.kofc.org/eb/en/leadership_institute/resources/handbooks/962_07surve%20manual.pdf
http://www.kofc.org/un/eb/en/leadership_institute/surge_with_service/church_activities/keep_christ_in_christmas/index.html
http://www.kofc.org/un/eb/en/leadership_institute/surge_with_service/youth/free_throw_program/index.html
http://www.kofc.org/un/eb/en/leadership_institute/resources/handbooks/Essay.pdf
http://www.kofc.org/un/eb/en/leadership_institute/resources/handbooks/Substance.pdf
http://www.kofc.org/un/eb/en/leadership_institute/resources/handbooks/SqCircleDevGuide_en.pdf
http://www.kofc.org/un/eb/en/leadership_institute/resources/handbooks/recruitingguide.pdf
http://www.kofc.org/un/eb/en/leadership_institute/resources/forms/council/revised_forms/cn_ft-kit_en_print.pdf
http://www.kofc.org/eb/en/leadership_institute/resources/forms/council/revised_forms/cn_ea_kit_en_print_rev.pdf
http://www.kofc.org/un/eb/en/leadership_institute/resources/forms/council/revised_forms/cn_sa-kit_en_print.pdf
http://www.kofc.org/un/eb/en/leadership_institute/resources/forms/council/revised_forms/cn_sc_kit_en_print.pdf

Church Activities

Catholics are searching for ways to further develop the ministry of our Church.

If these good intentions are going to bear fruit, if the Church is going to not only exist, but
thrive in today’s society, men and women throughout our communities must come forward
and take an active part.

Far more action of an ecumenical nature is needed. As Knights
of Columbus, our prime responsibility is to encourage and
promote that action.

The lay apostolate must respond to the constant call for active
involvement in the work of the Church. Your council has the
numbers, the organization, and the communication ability to
get involved and spread the word throughout the Christian
community.

Appeal for greater unity, understanding and ecumenism

among all religions. Initiate those programs through which
members can practice their Catholic duties in the fields of charity, devotion and education.

Strive to sponsor activities which enable the individual Knight to set a constant and worthy
example as an ideal Catholic to his family, his community and his fellow members.



Keep Christ in Christmas

In a time when all things religious are being discouraged and swept away, it’s refreshing to
know that the Order sponsors the “"Keep Christ in Christmas” campaign to remind people that
Christmas is above all a holy day celebrating the birth of Christ.

Keeping Christ in Christmas is keeping the very heart and meaning of the Christmas
celebration alive. To celebrate the birth of the Son of God, the Supreme Council offers the
following suggestions you can use to help in keeping Christ in Christmas.

Tell Us About Your Programs

Help us improve the Service Program activities offered by the Supreme Council office by
sending reports on your council’s successful activities and/or any suggestions you may have
on improving our programs. Send this information to Fraternal Services, Service Program
Suggestions, 1 Columbus Plaza, New Haven, CT 06510-3326 or e-mail
fraternalservices@kofc.org. Please include “Service Program Suggestions” in the e-mail’s

subject line.


mailto:fraternalservices@kofc.org

Keep Christ in Christmas - Action Steps

Keep the True Meaning of Christmas Present in Council Holiday Activities.

At Christmas we honor the birth of Jesus Christ. AT times our Savior is forgotten in the

commercialization of the season and the rush to get ready for holiday festivities. Each year the

Knights of Columbus takes a leading role in reminding society that Christmas is first and

foremost a holy day. One of the best ways to do this is participating in the Order’s “Keep

Christ in Christmas” campaign. Here are some of the things councils and circles can do to

promote the birth of Christ as the focus of the Christmas season.

e There are three posters, “"Check the List” (#4554), "Remember, it's CHRISTmas,”

(#4555) and “Keep Christ in Christmas,” (#2760) that promote the Order’s Keep
Christ in Christmas program are currently available from the Supreme Council Supply
Department. These posters should be offered to local parochial schools, religious
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education classes and all area Christian churches.

e Sponsor a “Keep Christ in Christmas” billboard that depicts the Holy Family and the
campaign’s slogan. Each year, councils and circles throughout the Order display
thousands of these billboards.

e Urge all members to display a nativity scene on their property or at their place of



business if they can.

e For pricing information and to order “Keep Christ in Christmas” billboards contact: The
Art Department, telephone: (423) 653-2490.

e Contact CHRIST IS CHRISTmas, PO Box 20716, Roanoke, VA for “Keep Christ in
Christmas: mailing seals, Advent wreaths, Advent calendars, Advent wreath leaflets
and a tri-fold indoor Nativity scene. Telephone 1-(800) 722-5032. Or
www.christischristmas.com.

e Sponsor a “Keep Christ in Christmas” poster or essay contest for students. Display
winning posters in the church vestibule, school hallways or your council’'s meeting
place during the holidays. Essays could be read during Mass and at council-sponsored
event or published in local newspapers.

e Submit a “Keep Christ in Christmas” advertisement for publication in your parish
bulletin or local newspaper. Print one in your council newsletter.

e Plan at least one council-sponsored event during December for members and their
families. This could be a food or clothing drive, the praying of the rosary or singing
Christmas carols.

e Resist the temptation, even when you’re in a rush or short of space, to abbreviate
“Christmas” as “Xmas.” Reducing Christ to an “X” trivializes the message of the

season.

The Best Presents Can’t Be Wrapped

This holiday season give the gift of yourself within your council, community and family. Give
these or similar presents of friendship, understanding, kindness, love and compassion:

e Serve or prepare meals at a soup kitchen.
e Bring presents to children or elderly people in the hospital.

Clean, repair and refurbish a church in a poor neighborhood.

Visit someone who's shut-in.

e Send a Christmas card to someone you have not seen or talked to in years.

Invite a friend or neighbor who will be alone to share your Christmas celebration.

e Reconcile with a friend or relative with whom you have quarreled. Apologize if you
were wrong.

e Provide transportation to shelters for homeless people.

e Wish people you meet a good day and a happy and holy Christmas.

o Get the family together to clean out all the closets and dressers. Donate usable
clothing, shoes, blankets and other items to a program for needy families.


http://www.christischristmas.com/index.htm

e Send care packages to military personnel stationed overseas.

e Sing Christmas carols at nursing homes or hospitals.

e Collect baby clothes, blankets, food, diapers or money and donate these items to an
organization that helps needy people.

e Supply car seats or cradles to underprivileged mothers.

e Sponsor a drive for children to donate their old toys to youngsters.

e Be a part of the holiday spirit by undertaking one or more of the items listed above
and help make Christmas merry for someone else and yourself.

‘Light Up For Christ’

Each year on the first Tuesday of December Knights of Columbus will “Light Up For Christ.”
Knights of Columbus units throughout the Order are invited to turn on a switch and light a
nativity scene and/or Christmas tree at 8 p.m. (local time). Through this grassroots program,
the joy of Christmas will shine from council and circle homes, parishes, private residences and
public parks around the world.

Knights of Columbus units throughout the Order conduct blessing services and light Nativity
scenes and/or Christmas trees as part of the program. Take the event a step further by adding
activities such as caroling or a drive to collect gifts, clothing and food for a needy family. Here
is a sample prayer service blessing that can be used as a guide by your council chaplain during
your “Light Up For Christ” celebration:

Heavenly Father,

We praise you for the light of creation; the sun, the moon and the stars of the night. We
praise you for the light of Israel: the Law, the Prophets and the wisdom of the Scriptures. We
praise you for Jesus Christ your Son, the true Light of the world, the Light which no darkness
can overcome. He is Emmanuel, God-with-us, the Prince of Peace who saved the world from
darkness and brought humanity into the peace of everlasting
Light. We praise you for Mary, who held your Son in her loving

arms, and who was given to us as a Mother at the foot of the
Cross. She is the New Eve, leading all her children into the Light
of Joy who is her Son, Jesus. We praise you for the gift of faith,
given to us at Baptism, which enlightens our minds to know and
accept the Gospel of Truth and Life.

e - B .
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Lord, we ask that your blessing come down upon us (and those of
our family who cannot be with us today) as we illumine this tree
(this Nativity scene). (Illumine tree or Nativity scene) May the

light that it gives fill our hearts with hope that you will free us ¥
#2757



from the darkness of sin, and deliver us into the light of your peace and happiness. May all
who look at this tree (Nativity scene) come to the knowledge and joy of salvation. Grant that
we may always walk as sons and daughters of the light, keeping the flame of Truth alive in our
hearts, until we join you and the heavenly host in the Kingdom of everlasting Light.

We ask this through Christ our Lord, Amen.

To assist your council in announcing this Knights of Columbus program, the Supreme Council
Supply Department has made available a “Light Up For Christ” poster (#2757), which has
been designed as a public invitation to attend your ceremony. Space has been provided for
your council to personalize it with the date, time, place as well as an area for additional
information.

Celebrate the Coming of Christ with Family Advent Wreaths

During the Advent season families should spend time together preparing for the approaching
celebration of the birth of Christ. An Advent wreath can be a great focal point for family
prayers and holiday celebrations.

An Advent wreath is a wreath of laurel, spruce or similar foliage with four candles that are
lighted successively in the weeks of Advent to symbolize the light that the birth of Christ
brought into the world. Traditionally three of the candles are purple, the color of kings and of

penance. A rose-colored candle is used to mark the Third Sunday of Advent as a time to
rejoice over the closeness of Christmas and the coming of Christ.

Each day your family should gather around the Advent wreath, generally before the evening
meal. The proper number of candles are then lit and a prayer is said.

The blessing of the Advent wreath takes place on the First Sunday of Advent. The following
prayer can be used:

Leader: Our help is in the name of the Lord.

All: Who made heaven and earth.

Leader: Let us pray. O God, by whose Word all things are sanctified, pour fourth Your
blessing upon this wreath and grant that we who use it may prepare our hearts for the coming
of Christ and may receive from Your abundant graces. We ask this through Christ our Lord.

All: Amen

The wreath would then be sprinkled with water. The daily candle lighting follows.

FIRST WEEK: The following prayer should be repeated each day during the first week. Before



the prayer, the family’s youngest child lights the first purple candle.
Leader: Lord, rouse Your power, we pray, and come,; that we may deserve by Your protection
to be rescued from the threatening dangers of our sins and by Your deliverance to be made

free from them; You who are God, living and reigning with God the Father in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, forever and ever.

All: Amen

The candle is allowed to burn during evening meals for the first week.

SECOND WEEK: The prayer that follows is to be repeated each day of the second week. Before
the prayer, the oldest child lights the first and second purple candles.

Leader: Stir up our hearts, Lord, to make ready the paths of Your only-begotten Son, that
through His coming we may become worthy to serve You with purified minds. You who are
God, living and reigning.

All:Amen

The two candles are allowed to burn during the evening meals of the second week.

THIRD WEEK: The following prayer is to be repeated each day of the third week. Before the
prayer, the mother lights the first two purple candles and the pink candle.

Leader: Lord, lend Your ear, we beg, to our prayers, and lighten the darkness of our minds
with the grace of Your coming. You who are God, living and reigning.

All: Amen

The three candles are allowed to burn during the evening meals of the third week.

FOURTH WEEK: The prayer that follows may be repeated each day of the fourth week. Before
the prayer, the father lights all four candles.

Leader: Lord, rouse Your power, we pray, and come; lend Your great strength to aid us; so
that through the help of Your grace and by Your merciful forgiveness, the good which our sins
obstruct may be quickly brought to us. You, who are God, living and reigning.

All: Amen

The four candles are allowed to burn during the evening meals of the fourth week.



After the fourth week, the penitential season of Advent is over and the time to rejoice is at
hand. The Advent wreath is transformed into a Christmas wreath. Ribbon and candles are
replaced with red ribbon and long red tapers (to be lighted at breakfast on Christmas morning)
and, if desired, other festive decorations can be added.

Promote Advent wreaths through council bulletins as a means for families to mark their
preparation for the coming celebration of Christ’s birth.

In addition to having an Advent wreath as part of your family’s Christmas celebration, create
your own Advent calendar of actions that you and your family can take each day to bring you
closer to Christ. Write the scheduled activities on a calendar that is prominently posted. These
activities could include donating toys to a drive for needy children, bringing used clothing to a
collection for homeless people, volunteering at a soup kitchen, reading a Christmas poem or
story aloud, attending Mass together, or placing a créche in your home.

Please share this information with families in your council, your parish and the community.
Christmas Public Service Announcements Available

Each year, the Supreme Council office coordinates the distribution of Knights of Columbus
produced public service announcements (PSAs) as part of the annual “Keep Christ in
Christmas” is available. This PSA reminds viewers to make the time amid the hustle of the
season to remember and celebrate the holiday’s religious nature.

Also available are radio PSAs titled “"Need” “"Getting or Giving” and “Merry What?”. To view or
listen to the PSAs, click on the titles in the table below.

The Supreme Council forwards these PSAs to program directors of radio and television stations
for use during the holiday season. PSAs are used most frequently by stations, however, when
local councils make a personal appeal and deliver copies to station managers. The television
PSA is available on DVD and in Beta format. Radio PSAs are available on compact disc (CD).
Contact the stations in your area to inquire if they received the PSA in the general mailing. If
the station hasn’t received one and is interested in using the program, contact the Department
of Fraternal Services at (203) 752-4044 to order copies of the video or radio PSAs.

Consider contacting a local cable access station and producing a “"Keep Christ in Christmas”
program that features your council’s activities.

Contact your diocesan communications director about the availability of this PSA program and
encourage usage of “Keep Christ in Christmas” items and public service announcements.



| Tte | Station | __Available Format

Remember ... it's CHRISTmas Television DVD / Beta
Need Radio CD
Getting or Giving Radio CD
Merry What? Radio CD

Our Lady of Charity Prayer Program

he current Marian Prayer Program in honor of Our Lady
of Charity began Orderwide on September 8, the feast of
the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary. This program
features an image of Our Lady of Charity, the patroness of
Cuba.

Our Lady of Charity has special significance to the Knights
of Columbus, given the Order's first principle of Charity,
which was also the theme of Pope Benedict XVI's first
encyclical, Deus Caritas Est. Therefore, although the
Virgin of Charity has her origins in Cuba, devotion to her
is altogether appropriate for Knights of Columbus
everywhere. As a sign of spiritual solidarity with Pope
Benedict XVI, the Holy Father and his intentions will be
remembered during the prayer services.

For more information on the Our Lady of Charity image and devotion, please see this |etter
from Supreme Knight Carl A. Anderson and the September 2007 issue of Columbia.

Our Lady of Charity Prayer Booklet

Our Lady of Charity Holy Card

Our Lady of Charity Materials Order Form



javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
http://www.kofc.org/eb/en/leadership_institute/resources/prayer_program/frat_serv_charity_skmessage.pdf
http://www.kofc.org/eb/en/leadership_institute/resources/prayer_program/frat_serv_charity_skmessage.pdf
http://www.kofc.org/un/eb/en/publications/columbia/cover/200709.html
http://www.kofc.org/un/eb/en/leadership_institute/resources/prayer_program/frat_serv_charity_prayerbook_20538_29pm.pdf
http://www.kofc.org/un/eb/en/leadership_institute/resources/prayer_program/frat_serv_charity_holycardE4746.pdf
http://www.kofc.org/un/eb/en/leadership_institute/resources/prayer_program/OLC_OrderForm.pdf

Vocations: Keep the Faith Alive

Vocations: Keep the Faith Alive

Founded by a parish priest, the Knights
of Columbus has always worked hard to
encourage young men and women to
consider God’s call to service in the
priesthood or religious life.

Under the motto "Keep the Faith Alive,"
the Order’s vocations initiative has a
number of programs based on prayer
and designed to reach the hearts and
minds of young people, as well as to
provide financial support during their
years of seminary training or religious

formation.
Order The Vocations DVD In keeping with Knights of Columbus
Watch this Online tradition, an attractive new vocations

tool has just been released that should serve as the centerpiece of your council's vocations
programs.

The DVD - :Everyone Has a Vocation to Love. What's Yours?" (#50046) - combines four
Knights of Columbus vocations films onto one digital video disk. Featured are The Vocation to
the Priesthood, The Vocation to the Religious Life for Women, The Vocation to Marriage and
the just-completed The Vocation of the Laity.

Although the focus of the Order’s vocations programs is on encouraging men to consider the
priesthood or religious life and women to consider religious life, the DVD also includes films on
the lay vocations to underline the fact that everyone is called through their Baptism to serve
God, the Church and their neighbors.

The heart of the Order’s vocations effort continues to be the Refund Support Vocations

Program (RSVP) by which assemblies, councils and Squires circles provide monetary and
moral support for seminarians and postulants who are preparing for the priesthood or religious
life.

New Vocations Poster


http://www.kofc.org/un/eb/en/about/activities/church/rsvp.html
http://www.kofc.org/un/eb/en/about/activities/church/rsvp.html
http://kofc.org/un/officers/media/order.cfm
http://www.kofc.org/un/eb/en/about/activities/church/vocations.html##

The Order’s new Vocations Poster (#2959) tells a
story that will appeal to those considering a vocation
as well as those seeking to support vocations. The
central image is that of a priest offering the
Eucharist. This image reminds us that Christ is the
heart of every vocation - he is the one who calls.

It also tells us that priests are needed to offer Mass

to keep Christ’s presence, his Real Presence, living
and active in the world. Without a priest, there is no KF r P T H E
Mass and no Eucharist. The need for priests could not ' IAII‘H AL Vl._
be clearer, or more urgent. ]

Smaller images along the left side of the poster show
priests and women religious living out their daily
ministry in a wide variety of ways. The message is
that a life of service is exciting, fulfilling and life-
changing for both those who give and those who

receive.

Councils are encouraged to hang this poster in their meeting place and to work with their
pastor to place it in the parish church or even to hand out copies to parishioners. Copies of the
poster are available through the Knights of Columbus Supply Department.

Vocations Resource Folder

The visit of the Church chief shepherd, Pope
Benedict XVI, is the theme of this year’s Knights of
Columbus Vocations Resource Folder (#4418). The
theme “"Go and Make Disciples of All Nations” is
taken from the Holy Father’s message for the
annual World Day of Prayer for Vocations, held April
13, 2008.

i Copies of the folder were mailed to grand knights in
the United States and Canada in advance of the
World Day of Prayer, but the folder includes materials that may be used by councils to
promote vocations throughout the year.

A limited number of Vocations Resource Folders are available through the Knights of Columbus
Supply Department.



Community Activities

Wherever we live, whether New York or British Columbia, we all have our own perceptions of
“community.”

Usually, these perceptions are formed by the concrete reality of the world immediately around
us. It may be a bustling metropolis, a town, a tiny
village, a large county, a broad rural area.

|

& , It is the place we call home - with all its good and bad

features, its beauty and ugliness, its strengths and
weaknesses. Every individual has a voice in shaping the
world around him, and every individual can make that
voice heard.

Make your voice heard in your community.

Do more than throw up your hands in despair over what’'s wrong with the world.

Your community offers limitless opportunity for action that can be seen, felt and judged for its
true worth.

Look for something that’s needed and workable in your community - fight poverty, aid
individuals with intellectual disabilities, plant a tree, sponsor a blood pressure screening,
support law enforcement, campaign for every baby’s right to life, help the aged - whatever
your community’s needs, your members’ interests and your council’s resources allow.

No matter what you choose ... get involved!



Civic Involvement

Love of Church and country inspires Knights to promote civic duty and charitable activities in
their communities and throughout the world.

Civic Involvement

Members' civic involvement comes in many forms. Knights sponsor campaigns urging citizens
to vote. They take part in community recreation programs, patriotic observances, penal
reform programs and cultural activities. K of C councils regularly recognize outstanding civil
servants, police officers, firefighters, emergency medical technicians and other key figures in
their communities by presenting them with certificates of merit.

One Nation, Under God
The Knights of Columbus was instrumental in getting the words "Under God" added to the
Pledge of Allegiance (pdf, 259k).

Blue Mass
Knights are encouraged to honor police, fire, law enforcement and emergency medical
personnel by sponsoring Blue Masses in their communities.

Dedication to Patriotism

The Fourth Degree of the Order, through active membership in local units called assemblies,
fosters the spirit of patriotism by promoting responsible citizenship and a love of and loyalty to
the Knights' respective countries.


javascript:KofC_OpenNewWindow('/rc/en/about/activities/community/pledgeAllegiance.pdf','file','KofC',800,600)

Health Programs

Knights of Columbus volunteers promote healthy lifestyles and health in the community
through a wide range of programs.

Knights of Columbus participate in a variety of health service initiatives. Councils regularly join
in national programs bringing public attention to heart disease, the dangers of smoking, and
alcohol and drug abuse. Members help raise money for medical research and expansion of
medical facilities. Knights at all levels of the Order report raising nearly $4 million for health

service organizations and hospitals on an annual basis.

Knights regularly organize and conduct blood drives. Yearly reports indicate nearly 370,000
blood donors at Knights of Columbus-sponsored drives. Knights and their families regularly
volunteer at veterans' hospitals, hospices and other health care facilities.
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Promoting Decency

Decency programs sponsored by Knights of Columbus help communities grow within the
nurturing environment of a moral culture.

The Knights of Columbus has been at the forefront of efforts to stem the flood of pornography
engulfing our culture and communities. Councils promote programs to inform people of the
dangers of pornography and report violations of community standards to agencies enforcing
existing laws. For more information on decency and related issues please visit the Morality in
Media web site.


http://www.moralityinmedia.org/
http://www.moralityinmedia.org/

Family and Youth Activities

Catholic values are rooted in the strong bonds of family life. The Knights of Columbus supports
these values through family and youth activities.

Substance Abuse

Knights of Columbus members regularly participate in and sponsor programs aimed at
combating substance abuse. Councils work with police, youth groups and other organizations
to conduct educational programs on the dangers of drug and alcohol abuse. The Knights
sponsor poster contests for youth on substance abuse. The Order's youth group, the
Columbian Squires, participate in programs that publicize the dangers of drunk driving.



Special Olympics and People with Disabilities

Over the past 40 years,
the Knights of Columbus
has raised and donated
more than $382 million to
programs for people with
intellectual and physical
disabilities.

Among the larger gifts of
time and money the Order
makes annually is to
Special Olympics and other
programs for people with
intellectual and/or physical

disabilities.

In 2005, the Knights of Columbus announced a partnership with Special Olympics. It
committed $1 million over the next four years to grow the programs of Special Olympics in
North America and pledged more volunteers for state and local games. The Order will also
work with Special Olympics North America to expand its programs to countries currently
underserved by it.

This partnership includes a direct investment in the growth of Special Olympics Mexico. At the
Mexico Knights’ centennial convention in April, 2005, a $50,000 grant from the Knights of
Columbus was given to Special Olympics officials and athletes.

The grant is earmarked for uniforms, sports equipment and to cover some of the costs of
organizing games. Knights are working with Special Olympics to establish similar programs in
other jurisdictions of the Order in the Caribbean and the Philippines.



In 2005, Jean Vanier,
founder of I’Arche, received
the Order’s highest honor,
the Gaudium et Spes Award.
CNS photo by Dianne
Towalski, St. Cloud Visitor

The Knights’commitment to Special Olympics and to hundreds of
grassroots programs for people with intellectual and physical
disabilities is an expression of its belief in the intrinsic worth of

every human being.

In April, 2005, the Order gave its highest honor, the Gaudium et
Spes Award, to Jean Vanier, the founder of I’Arche, a network of
faith-based communities that care for people with developmental
disabilities in a community setting.

Jean Vanier founded the first I'’Arche community in Toronto in
1969, and today there are 26 communities throughout Canada,
serving nearly 500 people with disabilities. It has also expanded
around the world, and there are now more than 120 I'Arche
communities in 30 countries on six continents. Jean exemplifies

the call to self-giving and Christ-centered community involvement that is a central theme in
Gaudium et Spes, and his life and dedication are an inspiration to all.

Knights Join March for Life

Knights and the March for Life

Pro-life marches, prayer services commemorate

Roe v. Wade anniversary.

Many Knights and their families took part in the 36th
annual March for Life in Washington, D.C., which
marked the anniversary of the U.S. Supreme Court

decision Roe v. Wade.

Each year, more than 100,000 participants march
from the National Mall to the Supreme Court building.

The Supreme Council, which financially supports the
March for Life, provided a newly designed sign for

participants to carry during this year’s march. The new, two-color sign features “We Choose

Life,” along with the Order’s emblem.

Knights in Canada are encouraged to organize pilgrimages to the 2009 March for Life in
Ottawa, which will take place May 14 — marking 40 years since the House of Commons

adopted the “omnibus bil

|II

that liberalized restrictions on such things as abortion,

contraception and homosexual activity.


http://www.kofc.org/un/news/releases/media/execs/bio.cfm?id=13
http://www.kofc.org/un/news/releases/media/execs/bio.cfm?id=13
http://www.kofc.org/un/eb/en/leadership_institute/surge_with_service/community/pro_life/annual_march_for_life.html

Pro-Life Activities

Every life is sacred, from the moment of conception till natural death. As
~ Knights of Columbus, we are called to defend the dignity of each human
being at every stage and work together in building a culture of life and a
civilization of love.

“ % In the continual battle for the rights of unborn children and the elderly,

. Knights of Columbus members, their families and all pro-life supporters
Q‘need to change hearts as they strive to change laws. They must witness
to the injustice of abortion, embryonic stem cell research, euthanasia and
doctor-assisted suicide, as they assist pregnant women in need, tend to
vulnerable handicapped persons and care for the elderly.

Below is a listing of some suggested activities that your council can
_ undertake to help promote the culture of life.

Knights of Columbus Pro-Life Activities

March for Life
Pro-Life Baby Shower
Baby Bottle Campaign

Memorials to Unborn Children
More Suggested Pro-Life Activities



http://www.kofc.org/eb/en/leadership_institute/surge_with_service/community/pro_life/annual_march_for_life.html
http://www.kofc.org/eb/en/leadership_institute/surge_with_service/community/pro_life/prolife_baby_shower.html
http://www.kofc.org/eb/en/leadership_institute/surge_with_service/community/pro_life/baby_bottle_campaign.html
http://www.kofc.org/eb/en/leadership_institute/surge_with_service/community/pro_life/memorials_for_unborn.html
http://www.kofc.org/eb/en/leadership_institute/surge_with_service/community/pro_life/additional_prolife_activities.html

March for Life

The Annual March for Life (normally held on January 22) in Washington, D.C., commemorates
the anniversary of the U.S. Supreme Court’s infamous Roe v. Wade decision that legalized
abortion on January 22, 1973.

All Knights and their families, particularly those in the greater Washington, D.C., area, and
nearby states, are urged to join the march. Councils planning bus trips to Washington should
book their charters early. Knights should carry council banners and K of C posters, wear
jackets with the K of C emblem, and walk together to
show the Order’s support for the right to life.

Knights who cannot go to Washington can participate in
local or state pro-life demonstrations. State pro-life
chaircouples will have information on local activities
sponsored or supported by Knights in their jurisdictions.

Knights are urged to schedule prayer services for unborn
children at government monuments or participate in other appropriate activities. Invite
Squires’ circles, ladies’ auxiliaries, parish pro-life groups and similar organizations to attend or
co-sponsor planned activities.

To assist your pro-life activities, the Supreme Council offers the following materials (all of
which are free of charge when ordered in reasonable quantities; there is only a shipping
charge):

e The brochure “A People of Life — And for Life” (#4795) outlines the Order’s
commitment to reversing the trend toward a culture of death and building a culture

that values human life at every stage. The beautifully designed, full-color brochure
clearly explains the commonsense and common law basis for the protection of life, and
also offers five practical action items to help members, their families and all concerned
individuals get involved in building a culture of life. A poster (#4804) with a similar
design is also available.

e “"Defend Life” billboard (#1938 — limit of two per order. Size 10 feet by 20 feet.)

e "Pregnant? Need help?” Birthright flyer (#1757)

e "Pray the Rosary to End Abortion” poster (#2073) and prayer card (#2072)

e “Gospel of Life” poster (#4238) and prayer card (#4237E, F, or S) in English, French
or Spanish

These items can be ordered by contacting the Supreme Council Supply Department.

Finally, the Catholic Information Service has a booklet, The Sixth and Ninth Commandments:
Sexual Morality, which can be ordered by calling 203-752-4267.


http://www.kofc.org/eb/en/leadership_institute/resources/col_brochure/prollife_flyer_en_use.pdf
http://www.kofc.org/eb/en/leadership_institute/resources/4804.pdf
http://www.kofc.org/eb/en/leadership_institute/resources/pro_life/prolife_billboard.JPG
http://www.kofc.org/eb/en/leadership_institute/resources/pro_life/2072.jpg
http://www.kofc.org/eb/en/leadership_institute/resources/pro_life/4237.jpg

For more information on the Annual March for Life, contact the March for Life at 202-543-3377
or at www.marchforlife.org.



http://www.marchforlife.org/

Pro-Life Baby Shower

S8 sponsoring a “Knights of Columbus Pro-life Baby Shower” is a great way to
raise funds and obtain supplies for local pro-life organizations, crisis

pregnancy centers, and shelters for women and children. Conduct the

event at your local parish or community center, asking for donations of

used baby or maternity clothing, infant and pregnancy supplies, diapers,
> bottles, formula, etc.

\
«==4Here are some steps to follow when conducting this program.

e Ask council members if they have an old crib that is in good
condition or a portable play pen that is not being used.

e Obtain your pastor’s permission to set up an old crib or play pen in
the church’s entry way or foyer.

e Set a period of time to run the event (for example, weekends for a
month) and ask your parish priest or make an announcement about the initiative, or
get permission to have a council officers make an announcement before or after each
Mass. Also, request for a written announcement be included in the parish bulletin. In
the announcement ask parishioners to consider donating new or used baby or
maternity clothing, baby and pregnancy supplies, diapers, bottles, formula, etc.

e When collecting monetary donations, make sure to have a secure receptacle in your
collection area for cash and checks.

e TIP: Place some nice baby/maternity items and supplies in the collection receptacle
after setting it up so people can see what types of items are needed. Put a sign on the
collection receptacle so people who miss the announcement will know what it is for.

e Collect the items after Mass each weekend.

e With permission of the organization you are donating to, send a photo and press
release on the donation to the local media. Try to avoid a “grip and grin” type
presentation photo and instead send photograph of people at the center sorting the
donated items or the items being used.

Thanks to the Kansas State Council for this suggested program.



Baby Bottle Campaign

\JL”The “Knights of Columbus Baby Bottle Campaign” is a drive to collect
funds to support pro-life initiatives at the local level. In this program,

empty baby bottles are distributed to individuals or families to deposit
their loose change, checks, or paper money, and the filled bottles
are returned after a set period of time, such as a few days or several

*  weeks.

“::'Here are some suggestions on how to conduct a “Knights of Columbus
Baby Bottle Campaign”:

e Obtain your pastor’s permission to operate the “Knights of
Columbus Baby Bottle Campaign” in the parish. Visit your pastor in
person (not via a phone or e-mail) to ask permission to conduct
the program. You should ask for at least two weekends -- the first
to hand out bottles and the second to collect them.

e Recruit a Knight to chair the project.

e Determine the number of baby bottles you will need to cover the number of weekend
Mass attendees. Ask your pastor for the number of families who donate to the parish
each week.

e Ask council members to donate clean used baby bottles.

e If not enough bottles are donated, visit your local discount store and ask to speak with
the manager. Explain the number of baby bottles you wish to purchase, which may be
more than are currently in stock. Get a commitment to receive them several weeks
prior to the event.

e When the bottles arrive, remove the nipples (to ensure that the bottles are used for
the collection) and put the labels on them. The labels (made possibly from mailing
labels available at most office supply stores) should include your council's name,
wording such as "Knights of Columbus Baby Bottle Campaign for Pro-Life Initiatives,"
the return date, and the Order's emblem.

e At an organizational meeting assign Knights to each exit of the church to hand out
baby bottles on the distribution date. Ask that an announcement be put in the parish
bulletin on the program. Also place posters around the parish (with the pastor’s
permission). Run the first bulletin notice a week prior to the distribution.

e Ask the pastor to announce the program from the pulpit or have a council officer do it
on the day the bottles are handed out.

e On the set date, collect the bottles with the money before or after Mass. For people
who forget their bottles, ask them to drop them at the parish office at their
convenience (make arrangements with the pastor for this).

e With permission of the organization you are donating to, send a photo and press
release on the donation to the local media. Try to avoid a “grip and grin” type


http://www.kofc.org/un/eb/en/officers/media/clipart/emblems/index.html

presentation photo and instead send a photograph of people at the center sorting the
donated items or the items being used.

e Store the bottles safely for use during your next campaign.

Thank you to the North Carolina state council for this suggested program.



Memorials to Unborn Children

Knights of Columbus units throughout the Order pay tribute to the millions of children killed by
abortion by erecting memorials in Catholic cemeteries, on council hall grounds, and at

parishes.

he idea for these memorials grew from a challenge made

by the late Cardinal John O’Connor in his homily at the
opening Mass of the 110th annual Supreme Council
Meeting held in New York in 1992. He described the Tomb
#of the Unborn on the campus of Franciscan University in
iSteubenville, Ohio, and asked his brother Knights “to
continue the Order’s aggressive fight against abortion” by

IN LOVING"MEMORY
OF ALL BABIES
RILLED BY ABORTION

erecting a tomb in each Catholic cemetery in each diocese
where the Order is established. This request struck a chord with Knights and the program
became a grassroots phenomenon. Since the program began more than 1,835 monuments
have been built.

These monuments, ranging from simple headstones to elaborate memorials, stand as
testimony to one simple fact: Human life is a sacred gift from God to be protected and
cherished at all stages from conception to natural death.

Councils should work with their local monument companies to determine what style would best
suit their needs and resources. These memorials also feature many different messages. Here
are some examples:

e “In memory of all innocent victims of abortion.”

e "Before I formed you in the womb I knew you,” Jeremiah 1:5

e “Rachel mourns her children, she refuses to be consoled because her children are no
more.” Jeremiah 31:15-17.

e “Please pray for an end to abortion.”

Often these memorials a paid for with council funds raised via fundraisers or cooperation with
other pro-life organizations.

For some samples of memorials, use these links. Sample 1 Sample 2 Sample 3 Sample
4 Sample 5

When dedicating a memorial, participants can utilize the “Pray the Rosary to End Abortion”
prayer card (#2072).



http://www.kofc.org/eb/en/leadership_institute/resources/pro_life/Council708_555.jpg
http://www.kofc.org/eb/en/leadership_institute/resources/pro_life/Council79_555.jpg
http://www.kofc.org/eb/en/leadership_institute/resources/pro_life/Council2455_555.jpg
http://www.kofc.org/eb/en/leadership_institute/resources/pro_life/Council4303_555.jpg
http://www.kofc.org/eb/en/leadership_institute/resources/pro_life/Council4303_555.jpg
http://www.kofc.org/eb/en/leadership_institute/resources/pro_life/Council44_555.jpg
http://www.kofc.org/eb/en/leadership_institute/resources/pro_life/2072.jpg
http://www.kofc.org/eb/en/leadership_institute/resources/pro_life/2072.jpg

Other Pro-Life Activities

W8 Here are some simple pro-life activities for your council to consider

implementing:

e Organize a council pro-life program under the direction of the pro-
life chair couple.

e Send letters or personally contact your chaplain, pastor and
members of the clergy offering whatever assistance they request
in the fight against abortion.

e Promote and support the Order’s pro-life efforts by displaying
materials featuring the theme, “Defend Life” or “A People for Life.”

e Distribute the Church’s teachings on the sanctity of life as outlined
in the Study Guide to Evangelium Vitae (#2914). The guide has
been prepared by the Knights of Columbus for groups and
individuals who wish to become more familiar with the Church’s
teaching on the respect due human life as presented by Pope John Paul II in his 11th
encyclical, Evangelium Vitae (The Gospel of Life). Copies can be obtained for 25 cents
per copy from the Supply Department.

e Contact right-to-life committees or other pro-life organizations in your area. Work to
coordinate your programs with those already in existence. Volunteer support,
manpower, and finances.

e Create a public display of pro-life support. Place small white crosses in the lawn of
your council home or parish, representing the number of lives lost to abortion locally
each year.

e Promote letter-writing campaigns to the state and provincial legislatures. Bring
stationery to council meetings and have members write letters on the spot. Letters
should express your views clearly, firmly and courteously, ask questions and demand
answers.

e Raise funds for BIRTHRIGHT and similar pro-life organizations which help convince
pregnant women to carry their babies to birth rather than to abort them. Volunteer
manpower and services. For more information call: BIRTHRIGHT Inc., (770) 451-6336.
In Canada call: BIRTHRIGHT/Grossesse-secours, (416) 469-1111. Other pro-life
groups that provide assistance to women facing crisis pregnancies include:

The Nurturing Network, (800) 866-4666, and National Life Center, Inc., (856) 848-
1819.
e Carry the pro-life message to youth through the religious education programs, high

schools, colleges, Squires, Scouts, etc. Deliver speeches, distribute literature and
sponsor pro-life essay and poster contests. Arrange for a showing of pro-life films at
council meetings, family events, community meetings.

e (Criticize any and all pro-abortion programs sponsored by radio and television stations


http://www.birthright.org/
http://nurturingnetwork.org/

and ask for equal time dedicated to pro-life arguments.

Arrange petition-signing campaigns. Set a goal for signatures and keep working until
that goal is attained.

Give gifts of thanks and congratulations to women who have “chosen life” by carrying
their babies to term. On behalf of your council present new mothers with something as
simple as the Knights of Columbus Congratulations Card (#2087, E, F, S, available at
25¢ each from the Supply department), or provide other practical gifts like diapers,
food, blankets or clothing.

Consider donating Christmas gifts to newborns and their single mothers temporarily
housed in shelters. Work with local social service agencies or programs that counsel
women to keep their babies or place them for adoption.

Sponsor a “Tree for Life” program to collect baby items and supplies for unwed
mothers and crisis pregnancy service centers.

Demonstrate publicly your pro-life stance by presenting savings bonds or other gifts to
the first child born at your local hospital on Columbus Day or New Year’s Day or the
January 22nd anniversary of the Supreme Court decision legalizing abortion.

Consider presenting roses from the council to all mothers attending Mass on Mother’s
Day.

Pray the rosary to end abortion. This simple, yet effective act can have enormous
impact. A poster urging the recitation of the rosary as a weapon against abortion
(#2073) and a prayer card (#2072) are available at no charge from the Supply
Department. Offer your rosaries publicly outside abortion clinics. Individuals or groups
peacefully praying the rosary outside such facilities are highly visible and effective.


http://www.kofc.org/eb/en/leadership_institute/resources/pro_life/2072.jpg

Pro-Life Support Materials

The Supreme Council has a number of other materials to aid you. All of these are free of
charge except for the shipping.
Print Materials

To order the following materials, contact the Supreme Council Supply Department.

I Yy

People of Life brochure 4795
People of Life poster 4804
Prayer for the Unborn prayer card 4665
Pregnant? Need Help? - Birthright flyer 1757
Defend Life billboard use only (10' x 20") 1938
Pray the Rosary to End Abortion prayer card 2072
Pray the Rosary to End Abortion poster 2073
Celebrate the Gospel of Life prayer card 4237
Celebrate the Gospel of Life poster 4238

Study Guide for the encyclical Evangelium Vitae (The Gospel of Life) 2914


http://www.kofc.org/un/eb/en/leadership_institute/surge_with_service/community/pro_life/prolife_materials.html#supply#supply
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Pro-Life Programs & Initiatives

This page displays information about some of the pro-life programs undertaken by the Order.
This is by no means an exhaustive listing, as countless councils and individual Knights conduct
projects geared to their individual communities.

On this page:

I. Education

II. Prayer
III. Public Policy

IV. Financial Contributions

I. Education

Bishops' Workshop on Medical-Moral Issues

In order to present the Church's position on biomedical and health issues in the public forum
clearly and faithfully, bishops, priests and other experts need to be trained adequately. To that
end, the Knights of Columbus underwrites the bishops' workshop on medical-moral issues held
every other year in Dallas by the National Catholic Bioethics Center in Boston.

Pontifical John Paul II Institute for Studies on Marriage and Family

Since 1988, the Knights of Columbus has sponsored the North American session of the
Pontifical John Paul II Institute for Studies on Marriage and the Family in Washington, D.C.
Annually, dozens of students graduate from the institute with advanced degrees in the
Church's teaching on marriage and family life and begin careers in diocesan family life offices
or other institutions where they can impart to others the power and beauty of the Gospel of
Life.

Columbia Magazine
Regularly, Columbia magazine publishes pro-life features in addition to columns and stories
that promote family.

Running of the Silver Rose

The Silver Rose program features a sculpted silver rose carried by Knights from Canada,
through the United States, to Mexico, bringing the Culture of Life message on its journey. The
silver rose is received at councils and parishes along its way and Masses and prayer services
are offered. Special border ceremonies with Fourth Degree honor guards are held when the
rose is transferred from one state to another. The Silver Rose program is a sign of the Order's
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unity on life issues.

Back To Top

II. Prayer

Day of the Unborn Child

This international program is held annually on March 25th, the feast of the Annunciation of the
Lord. Focusing on the pro-life meaning of the Annunciation, councils hold pro-life prayer
services. In 2003, the Supreme Council sponsored a Holy Hour in St. Mary's Church in New
Haven, Connecticut, that was broadcast live by the Eternal Word Television Network (EWTN).

Respect Life Month

The Order collaborates with the Pro-Life Secretariat of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops
on the observance of October as "Respect Life Month." The Order distributes the Respect Life
Program folder to thousands of Knights of Columbus leaders to assist them with pro-life
programming on the local level. The Order also provides substantial annual funding for the
U.S. bishops' public information and education office and the Diocesan Development Program
for Natural Family Planning. Funding is also provided to the bishops' conferences of Canada,
Mexico and the Philippines for pro-life and family projects.

Back To Top

III1. Public Policy

Culture of Life Legislative Initiative

As Catholics, Knights of Columbus have the responsibility to work for the common good of
society. Catholics--and especially Knights--must, in the words of the U.S. Conference of
Catholic Bishops, "embrace their citizenship not merely as a duty and a privilege, but as an
opportunity to participate in building the culture of life. Every voice matters in the public
forum. Every voice counts. Every act of responsible citizenship is an exercise of significant
individual power." The Culture of Life Legislative Initiative seeks to assist councils in becoming
more effective in the public sphere.

Legislative Priorities
The Legislative Priorities section of this website informs our membership on vital issues and
enables them, directly from the site, to contact their senators and representative.

Vote Pro-Life

Led by the Fourth Degree, the Order encourages its own members--and all people--to vote
pro-life. The Knights of Columbus feels that the right to life is not a partisan issue, but rather
the pre-eminent moral issue of our time.

A United Nations Non-Governmental Organization
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The United Nations has granted the Knights of Columbus status as a nongovernmental
organization (NGO). This designation entitles the Order to participate in U.N. conferences and
activities at a variety of levels.

Back To Top

IV. Financial Contributions

e U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops, Pro-Life Secretariat
e The New York State Catholic Conference pro-life legislative initiatives
e Canada's Catholic Office of Life and Family

e The Mexican Bishops' Conference

e The Archdiocese of Mexico pro-life campaign

e The Catholic Bishops' Conference of the Philippines

e Americans United for Life in Chicago

e Life Athletes

e Birthright USA

e The National Life Center

e The Nurturing Network

e The Human Life Foundation

e Seminarians for Life

e March for Life

Back To Top
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